
College Application Process 
What you need to know 



 Criteria for the CA State University (CSU) 

 Criteria for the University of CA (UC) 

 Criteria for Private Universities and Colleges 

 Essay information 

 Resources for college/university searches 

Items to cover 



Applying to the  
CA State University (CSU) System 



CSU Mentor 





Applying to the University of CA 
(UC) System 



UC application 

 



 Grade point average 

 Test Scores 

 Number of A-G classes beyond the minimum 

 Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) 

 Educational Environment 

 Low Family Income 

 First generation college 

 Demonstrated Leadership 

 Special Talents/Achievements/Awards 

 Community and Volunteer Service 

 Participation in Educational/Academic Preparation 
Programs 

 Special Circumstances/Personal Challenges 

 

 

Comprehensive Review factors 



 Two topics – 

 Prompt #1 (freshman applicants) 

 Describe the world you come from — for example, 
your family, community or school — and tell us how 
your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations. 

 

 Prompt #2 (all applicants)  

 Tell us about a personal quality, talent, 
accomplishment, contribution or experience that is 
important to you. What about this quality or 
accomplishment makes you proud and how does it 
relate to the person you are? 

 

Essay Topics 



 

Applying to Independent 
Colleges and Universities 

Google:  National Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities 



 

Independent colleges and 
universities 



The Common Application 

Google:  The Common Application 



 

Common Application Essay 



 Tips and Techniques 

 Start early.  

 Allow time for reflection, thoughtful preparation and revision. 

 Choose a topic for each essay.  

 Look critically at the information in your application: your grades, awards, activities and work experience, 
family and income. Anticipate questions an admissions evaluator will have after reading your application. The 
personal statement is your opportunity to answer those questions. 

 Compose your personal statement in a word-processing program.  

 Don't type it directly into the application. This way, you will have the opportunity to print copies for review. 

 Write in a natural style.  

 Present your information and ideas in a focused, thoughtful and meaningful manner. Support your ideas with 
specific examples. A personal statement that is simply a list of qualities or accomplishments is usually not 
persuasive.  

 Proofread.  

 In addition to checking your spelling, be sure your grammar is correct and your essays read smoothly. 

 Solicit feedback.  

 Your personal statement should reflect your own ideas and be written by you alone, but others--family and 
teachers--can offer valuable suggestions. 

 Copy and paste.  

 Once you are satisfied with your essays, save them in plain text (ASCII) and paste them into the space provided 
in the application. Proofread once more to make sure no odd characters or line breaks have appeared. (If you 
submit a paper application, attach a copy of your personal statements. In the upper right corner of each page, 
write your name and date of birth, and the words "Personal Statement.")  

 Ask advice of whomever you like, but do not plagiarize from sources in print or online, and do not use anyone's 
published words but your own 

Essay tips 



Tips for Writing College Essays 

Google:  College Board Big Future 



Resources to use when 
choosing a college or university 

Google:  US News Best Colleges 



CSU -- $55 per campus 

UC -- $70 per campus 

Privates -- $35 - $100 per 
campus 

Application Costs 



October 5, 2015 –   District-wide College Fair 

      Montgomery High School  

    5-8:00pm 

 

October 14, 2015 – PSAT – 10th and 11th graders 

Upcoming Events 



Any 
questions?? 

Nancy Castro-Nieto 

619-600-3347 

nancy.castronieto@sweewaterschools.org 


